' (293) Dallas was another area in which the FBI was far less active 
against La Cosa Nostra. Although Joseph Francis Civello, a “counselor 
to the Italian community at large” according to the FBI, attended the 
M eilachin meeting in 1957, the Clime Condition Report filed by the 
Dallas field office for the period ending February 26, 1962, stated, 
“Their is no evidence of illegal activity by Joseph Francis Civello.” 
This same report concluded that “Texas is not a place where the Mafia 
has the kind of control it. has elsewhere.” Dallas also did not have in 
operati on any electronic su rveillance in 1963; 

(294) Organized crime intelligence relative to Carlos Marcello and 
Santos T nrllirn i ileas u ell i ts t he DMTas arcawas, therefore, 'insufficient — 
f ft^t^ ^rnre-whrth pe-flnw^TrF'riffiei^lTrTThirn^ nin.y have been involved 

Arr Xv conspiracy to assassinate-John-FrKcnncdy. 

(295 ) It is evident the Kennedy administration launched the strongest 
Federal effort ever against organized crime. Leaders and members of 
La Cosa Nostril were clearly concerned by it and blamed the President 
to sonic extent, but most definitely his brother, Atty. Gen. Robert F. 
Kennedy. It was also clear that organized crime would have benefitted 
from the assassination of John F. Kennedy and the changes it would 
bring in Government policy and officials. Nevertheless, it is extremely 
unlikely that the national commission of La Cosa Nostra was involved 
in any plan to kill the President. It was facing strong internal dis- 
sension and other problems and does noPHppear to havo been in a 
position to undertake such a major act. 

(296) A review of the history of La Cosa Nostra in the United States 
reveals, moreover, no precedent, for the assassination of a President. 

In fact, he is among several categories of people against whom orga- 
nized crime, traditionally has not. committed acts of violence. Nor docs 
the method of the assassination conform to the traditional pattern 
of organized crime murders — it involved people who were not members 
of La Cosa Nostra, one of whom was unstable, it does not seem to have 
had any authorization from any leader, it was conducted without the 
usual precautions that, protect the assassin from being apprehended, 
and the min der weapon was atypical. Nevertheless, there have been 
exceptions to (he traditional pattern and the Kennedy assassination 
has parallels to these exceptions. Thus involvement by individual 
members organized crime cannot be precluded. 



Submitted by: 



Ralph Salerno, Consultant. 
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(297) F ollowing tiio completion of its investigation of orga nized 
crime, the committee conclud ed in its i vp6H.Jha^X^urlos. Marcello* 
Saf Tfos TraHica ntc. and .James. K. 1 folia each had t.lui. motive, uw^ns, 
and opportunity to plan and execute a cons piracy to ass assinate rrcsi- 

dcht, KwmcdvrfhrthKTiasis n~l' the n viTKahTK"cvidcncc;Jric.cfiniinittoc 

conrhntet miar lTAv a OSGEcg rEaTany-one-of them-was involved m 
Ki lUflTToiispTracy. N evertheless, the possibility that, one or mor e of 
them was i m ol v cdxoiIldnDt bn prat u (TecH , 

(298) While the committee's investigation established evidence ot 
association between Jack Ruby, the murderer of the President s assas- 
sin, and acquaintances or associates of Marcello, Trnfficnnte. and Honn, 
similar evidence was difficult to establish in the case of Lee Harvey 
Oswald. Despite this, some such associations — beth-direct and in- 
dircet— were' lTTfartrirnlicated in varying degrees between Oswald and 
v ari o us figul ' tSTui Ving at least some affiliation or . association with the 

ppm p. n etwork ofMciVccH oa tlic long-time Ic unc * of the Mafia 

(299 y- Ma re el to~wasT a s~iiot cd^ in the, consultant's report, one. of tho_ 
major leaders of the national crime, syndicate. Certainly, lie was one of 
the most successful at evading the intelligence-gathering efforts of law- 
enforcement agencies and at avoiding conviction, at least m recent 
years. He became a prime target, of the Kennedy administration, which 
wa s, determined t o CiirT rtnrliv^mrvenT^Tactrd-dcportatioit- proeecd- 
inrsthnt. had hc£iL.miiiut«Wgninst hiiri in 1953. Tho seriousness of 
Robert IGmhedy’s intent was evidenced by the. successful, albeit brief, 
deportation of Marcello in 1961. The Federal Government also stepped 
up other investigative efforts, principally in the area of tax evasion and 
intelligence gathering. 



THE POSITION OP MARCELLO WITHIN THE NATIONAL CRIME SYNDICATE 

(300) Carlos Marcello, now 68, has been identified by Federal author- 
ities as the leading Mafia figure in Neiv Orleans, La., for almost 30 
years, (7) His criminal syndicate lias long provided a classic ll lustra- % 
tion of the destructive impact, that organized crime lias on American 
society. 

( 01 ) 






’ ('.'501) The exact, place of Marcello’s birth on February 6, 1910, has 
long boon in doubt, and at one point was a central question in a lengthy 
deportation proceeding. Nevertheless, it is generality believed that 
Marcello was born in Tunis, North Africa, with the name Calogero 
M ina core. (2) 

(302) .Marcello's first contact with the law came on November 29, 
1929. when he was arrested at the. age of 19 by New Orleans police as 
an accessory before and after the robbery of a local bank. (3) The 
charges were subsequently dismissed. Less than (i months later, on 
May 13. 1930, ho was convicted of assault and robbery and was sen- 
tenced to the State penitentiary for 9 to 14 years. lie served less than 
i>.(.{) It was during his prosecution on these, charges that Marcello 
first came to the attention of the public and press. Testimony disclosed 
that ho had personally planned the. clime — a grocery store robbery- 
using an interesting method of operation. (J) In testimony before the 
McClellan Senate committee in 1959, Aaron M. Kohn, the managing 
director of the Metropolitan Crime Commission of New Orleans and 
a former Fill agent testified that Marcello had shielded his own com- 
plicity in the crime by inducing two juveniles to carry out the rob- 
bery, (ff) Kohn testified that Marcello and a confederate had supplied 
the juveniles with a gun and instructions on their “getaway.”(7) 
Tho plan had gone awry when the two were later apprehended and 
pressured by authorities to identify the. <l TTigher-ups.”(<5) Kohn also 
noted that Marcello “was referred to as a Fngin” in press accounts at 
the time, in an apparent, reference to the Dickens character who re- 
cruited juveniles to carry out his crimes. (3) 

(303) In 1935, after receiving a pardon by the Governor of Louisiana, 
Marcello's early underworld career continued, with charges being filed 
against him for a second assault and robbery, violation of Federal In- 
ternal Revenue laws, assault with intent to kill a New Orleans police 
officer, and yet another assault and robbery. (W) Marcello was not 
prosecuted on the various charges. In 1. 938 .J uLuarLoL what. Federal ~ 
agents described as “the b iggestJiULrjLuaJuuring in New Orleans liisr 
tory ^Alai 'rello IGiFlurTOtcMjuiclxhaxge d with- tlie-sale of more. than. 
23 prnmdsrrtlTIega I substance. { 11) JOespitc-rccciving. another lengthy 
priso n scnt encr~anitaT$7('>.83 0 fine, MaiScRo-SCiwc.d less than 1,0 months 
a luLrurangw 1 - (+*^tthrlTtMfiue for $400.(72) Other charges were 
brought against Marcello over the next several years, stemming from 
such alleged offenses as narcotics sale, a high-speed automobile chase, 
and assaulting an investigative reporter; these were never prosecuted, 
and the records have since disappeared. {13) 

(304) During the 1940’s, Marcello became associated with New York 
Mafia leader Frank Costello in the operation of a slot machine net- 
work.) / J) Costello was then regarded by some authorities as one of the 
most influential leaders of organized crime in the United States and 
was commonly referred to in the newspapers as the Mafia’s “boss of all 
bosses” or “prime minister of the underworld.” Marcello’s association 
with Costello in various Louisiana gambling activities had come about 
following a reported agreement between Costello and Senator Iluey 
Long that allowed for the introduction of slot machines into New 
Orleans.) IS) 

(305) Marcello was also involved in Louisiana gambling through his 
family-owned Jefferson Music Company, which came to dominate the 



slot machine, pinball and juice box fl I ^ 

Rv tho late 1940’s, in an alliance with Joseph Foretto, ^ ll j , | 

®C ™t>l Cl the. 

Southern News Service and Publish mg Co « J f^^ciates-itlso 

prosperous gam bling New Or- 

C hi b ; the Beverly 

S&SjSSS- 1950's, th. Sol. Printing Co., .1 Sow O-^ 

gambling wire service controlled by the MarceHomtei <*t v was sei vi ig 

sf" sr£ci^ 

in 1970, Kohn outlined the continuing expansion of Marcello s hold 

ings during the 1940’s and 1950’s : 

Marcello and his growing organization developed their 

capital or bankroll through extensive gamb footbafl 

casinos, slot machines, pinball, handbooks, layoff, football 
pools dice card games, roulette and bmgo; also naicotics, 
prostitution, extortion, clipjoint operations, B ' Their 
ketirn^ stolen goods, robberies, burglaries, and thefts, lhui 
criminal enterprise ’required, and had corrupt collusion of 
public officials at every critical level including police, sheriff- , 
iusticos of the peace, prosecutors, mayors, governors, judges, 
councihnen, licensing authorities State legislators, and at 
least one Member of Congress. (23) 

(308) Wten_Marce^o^agpM|redasa^^^wM_befo^^5„K^touicn-— — 

bis organized crime nc4ivities^(27) 

in Louisiana bad come about m large part due to tlie personal enrmn 

ment of sheriffs, marshals, and other law cnf °™^ other 

received payoffs for “their failure to enforce gambling laws ana oener 

statutes relating to vice.” (22) The Kcfauver report furthci noted 

that “In every tine of inquiry, the committee found that the tiail o 

Carlos Marcello.” (23) . , . ,. . , Movrelln 

(309) The Kefauver report also raised the question of ''ty-Sn * ’ 
who “has never become a citizen,” “bad not been deported. M). 

7310) In earlv 1953. partly as a result of the national attention ho . 
received from the Kefauver' committee. investigation, Marcello finally 
became the subject of deportation proceedings; these \ or , 

tinned for over 25 years and were still being conducted m ) 

FmlnrM officials have notccLihat. Marcello 1ms ex pended moie leg.i 

in an^ofber such case in American history. 
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(311) In the years immediately following the Kef auver investigation, 
Marcello apparently decided to try to escape his public image as 
Louisiana’s “rackets boss.” As the New Orleans Crime Commission 
noted, he took several steps to that end : 

Not until Carlos Marcello became a subject of deporta- 
tion . . . did he start publicly conducting himself in a man- 
ner intended to substantiate his claim that lie was a legitimate 
businessman. But this was contrived public relations having 
little relationship to fact. He continued to direct his under- 
world government and to press further expansion. He became 
involved in a series of motel transactions involving millions 
of dollars, and land negotiations of even greater worth. But 
for the most part, he kept his name off the record, using 
members of his family and trusted lieutenants for that 
purpose. (26) 

(312) Marcello did not attend the national Mafia “conference” at 
Apalachin, N.Y., of November 14, 1957. Instead, he sent his brother 
Joseph, the family’s underboss, as his personajrepresentative. When 
the State police discovered the gathering, JoeMarcello was one of 
those identified as having attended, along with Vito Genovese, Santos 
Trnfiicantc, Carlo Gambino, Joe Bonanno, Sam Giancana, Russell 
Bul’alino, and Gerardo Catena. Joe Marcello, however, was able to 
evade arresting officers and escaped from the scene along with Sam 
Giancana and Carmine Galentc.(27) 

(313) Carlos Marcello was called to testify before the McClellan 
committee on March 24, 1959, during the committee’s extended investi- 
gation of labor racketeering and organized crime. Serving as chief 
counsel to the committee was Robert F. Kennedy ; his brother, Senator 
John F. Kennedy, was a member of the committee. In response to 
committee questioning, Marcello again invoked the fifth amendment in 
refusing to answer any questions relating to his background, activi- 
ties, and associates. {28) 

(314) At the conclusion of Marcello’s appearance before the com- 
mittee, Senator Sam Ervin of North Carolina requested of the Chair 
permission to ask the New Orleans underworld leader one final ques- 
tion : “I would like to know how you managed to stay in the United 
States for 5 years, 9 months, and 24 days after you were found ordered 
deported as an undesirable person. ”(29) Marcello’s response to the 
question — “I wouldn't know” — provoked Ervin to state that “the 
American people's patience ought to run out on this” and that “those 
who have no claim to any right to remain in America, who come here 
and prey like leeches upon law-abiding people * * * ought to bo re- 
moved from this country.” (30) Senator Karl Mundt joined in Ervin’s 
denunciation, urging prompt action by the Attorney General, and 
Sena I or Carl Curtis further remarked to Marcello that “I think you 
ought to pack up your bags and voluntarily depart. ''{31) 

(315) By the early 19G0’s Carlos Marcello was widely recognized as 
rate of the 10 most powerful Mafia leaders in the United States: he was 
a La Cosa Nostra boss whose businesslike approach, political influence, 
and power were, particularly respected within the national underworld. 
II is 30-vear record of advancement in the, organized crime hierarchy, 
together with his influence in Louisiana and neighboring States, 
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secured a. position of special respect for him among his syndicate peers. 
(310 It was this same record of underworld achievement, as will be 
discussed later, that also led to Carlos Marcello's becoming a special 
taro-et of investigation by the Department of Justice while Jolm I. 
Kennedy was 1 ’resident and Robert F. Kennedy, Attorney Genera . 

(317) In February 1964, the Saturday Evening I ost reported addi- 
tional information about the growth of Marcello'S criminal enle.i puses, 
disclosing figures prepared by the New Orleans Crime Commission. O 
particular note was the prominent role which the New Oilcans Mali, 
had come to assume under Marcello’s direction by 1963 : 

One of the things that distinguishes this branch is its talent 
at high finance. SoadfipLhas it, be c Qm o .at hamUinglarge. sums 
of money— both foritself and for thenaUonal organization— 
tfnnrirrsWetime^^ 

amnittrihcdmcluns. to $1,114,000,000, making it by far the 
State’s largest industry, according to the metropolitan 

crime commission * * * The sum is all the .more 
in that it compares with the estimated $2 billion racketeer take 
in Chicago and environs, and area with more than five, times 
the population of metropolitan New Orleans. (JJ) 

(318) The crime commission had estimated that the Marcello con- 
trolled syndicate generated at least $500 million annually from lllega 
gambling; $100 million from diverse “legitimate interests’ m the 
fields of transportation, finance, housing, and service industries; $100 
million from illegal activities in over 1,500 syndicate-connected bars 
and taverns; $8 million from professional burglaries and holdups, $6 
million from prostitution; and another $100 million in the foim of 

underpayment of taxes. (33) ... , . • . • 

(319) The size of the Marcello organization s annual income is s g- 
nificant in the context of the reported national income of organized 
crime. Former Attorney General Ramsey Clark has noted that _ the 
most conservative estimates indicate that “the profits for organized 
crime I are) comparable to those of the 10 largest industrial coipo lo- 
tions combined * * * General Motors, Standard Oil, lord. Gene a 
Electric, Chrysler, IBM, -Mobile, Oil, Texaco, Gulf, and U.b. bteel 

(320) In testimony before the T louse JyelccLCominittce on C rime 

several years ago, Marcello provided a simiificantly ^mit 

of his hrcoTirorStaEIiig that- he earned “a sab ry of about $1 ,600 a month 
as a Tomato salcsinaivtraveling to variousTruit stands and marketa-m- 
tlurMvmv-OrIeminmxa-.lIo.also testified that he made a living through 

(32lY^Tdb Marcello’s ^influence and stature as a Mafia leader was 
well-known to both his underworld colleagues and Federal and btate 
authorities by the early 1960’s, another significant aspect of fin. 

careers — his relationship with the Mafia’s national governing com 
sion— was not confirmed until several years later. White it. was known 
that din New Orleans M»fi»4>adJia3Lt^^ 

A nic.neaTftho Sicilian La Cosa Ln.ted bfatt* 

t hrcTOhrttanWTTifMTew ( IrlTans^iwg p^^hOsl^hether it had 
cstrnoriT marv specia l pr ivileges wltTnn the national syndicate bad long 
Ivcn uivstrrv. During the late I960:-, the FBI learned new and sub- 
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stantive information regarding its unique position. Sensitive Bureau 
reports on La Cosa Nostra set forth the details obtained from a highly 
reliable source. Among them were the following : 

* * * he learned that the first “family” of what has now 
become known as La Cosa Nostra (LCN) came from Sicily 
and settled in New Orleans * * * the source noted that inas- 
much as this “family” was the predecessor of all subsequent 
“families,” it has been afforded the highest respect and esteem, 
and because of its exalted position, the New Orleans “family” 
could make decisions on its own without going to the “Com- 
mission.” (,?0) 

* * * the source learned that the New Orleans “family” 
could have, on its own, “opened the books,” [admitting new 
members into the organization] but because of the tact and 
diplomacy of Carlos Marcello, lie sought “Commission” ap- 
proval in making new “soldiers,” which the “Commission” 
naturally granted * * *. (37) 

(322) Aaron Kolin believed that Marcello’s underworld syndicate 
had “a more than autonomous combinatioiKaf circumstances because 
of the remoteness of New Orleans” (37) and thus enjoyed an unusually 
independent relationship with the ruling commission of the Mafia. (38) 
Patrick Collins, an FBI agent who investigated the Marcello organi- 
zation during the late 1960’s, expressed a similar view regarding 
Marcello’s relationship with the underworld commission. He told the 
committee that the New Orleans Mafia family “was unique among all 
the inobs”(<?5) in that it “didn’t have to consult the commission in the 
same way as the other families did ; there was a unique independence 
of sorts.” (JfO) Collins said further that “the commission wouldn’t 
question Marcello about making new members. He was not subject to 
the necessity of clearing such things with the commission, like the other 
families were.” (41 ) In addition Marcello “is probably the single most 
respected boss among all of the others” in La Cosa Nostra and “has 
been for years.” (J$) 

(323) In late 1966, Marcello’s status in organized crime was under- 
scored when he was arrested in New York along with Carlo Gambino, 
then the Mafia’s reported “boss of all bosses” at a summit meeting of 
La Cosa Nostra leaders. (43) On September 22, 1966, New York police 
arrested those two, Santos Trafficante, Joe Colombo, Thomas Eboli, 
Mike Miranda and several others at the La Stella restaurant on Long 
Island; this mob gathering was quickly dubbed by the newspapers 
“the Little Apalachin” conference. (44) While authorities came to be- 
lieve that the La Stella “luncheon” was actually a pro forma gathering 
following a more serious meeting (probably of the night before), the 
assemblage has never been fully explained. (4-5) In his testimony before 
the committee, Marcello stated there had been no substance to the 
gathering: “Wo just walked in. When we walked in we got arrested. 
We didn’t have time to eat or talk.”(4<?) None of those arrested were 
convicted of a crime. The seating arrangement was as follows: 



Seating Arrangement at La Stella 

September 22, 1966 



Mike Miranda 



Joseph 

Columbo 



Tommy Eboli 



Dominick 

Alongi 



Joseph 
Marcello, Jr. 



Aniello 

Dellacroce 




Anthony Carillo ' 



Carlo Gambino 



Carlos Marcello 



Santo 

Trafficante, Jr. 



Anthony Carolla 



Frank Gagliano 



Joseph N. Gallo 
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(324) Eight days after the L a-Stelia-arrestsvnpon hi^return to New _____ 

Orleans IjiUiu^tdrTTTrrr^Irpoi't , Marcello committed the, only Federal 
offense _ fov-wli-ieli-4ie-li:is been tTlct Hi hd convicted in recent, times. On 
.ScntemUer43%df)66ras li e made hh r wr ty t hioTigh the crowd of newsmen 
and spectators who had gathered to watch his return, Marcello had a 
verbal exchange with a man in the crowd who he believed was imped- 
ing his way. (47) Shouting “I’m the boss here !”, Marcello took a wild 
swing with his list at the man. (4#) The man turned out to be FBI 
Special Agent Patrick Collins. ( 40 ) Arrested by FBI agents on the 
following day and charged with assault, Marcello was eventually tried 

ill Laredo, Tex. The trial resulted in a hung jury (the New Orleans 
Crime Commission subsequently conclude that “There were substantial 
reasons to suspect jury tampering iiad occurred.'') • (SO) 

(325) Under the vigorous direction of the New Orleans strike force, 
Marcello was retried and subsequently convicted in Houston, Tex., on 
August 9, 1908. (51) Originally sentenced to 2 years in Federal prison, 
Marcello served loss than 6 months, he was released on March 12, 1971. 

As the New Orleans Crime Commission noted at the. time, the large 
number of prestigious individuals who sought to intercede on his 
behalf, urging clemency, further underscoreci^the depth of his influence 
in Louisiana. (52) 

(32G) During the. late 19G0’s and early 1970's, Marcello and his 
organized crime activities were the subject of renewed public attention. 

Ho was referred to by the chief of police in Youngstown, Ohio, as “the 
archetype of the devious pattern of the Mafiosi.” (5ff) On September 
1. 1007. Life magazine also identified Marcello as one of the “handful” 
of men who controlled organized crime throughout the Nation. (54) 

In a sp ecial in vest iva five renort. the magazine reported that Marcello 
Wite’pei-snmi I fydirectjntr n_ _ ii n j iniip | T,a Tvi 5n.-Xnst.in. scheme rn^erqre 

the release ot Teamster leader James R. Holla from Federal prison 
througljjiB^inpts-tTrbribtrflTe foriner chief prosccutioiTlviffTessligainst 
him Jij_ w^nt^Ws-t est irnonyr(J5 )7L1 fe snicTtliaf various key Mafia 
leaders in the-easf~~hnd "given the alleged free-IIoffa assignment to 
Marcello, along with personal pledges of between $1 to $2 million to 
effect the plan. (off) (The effort was to fail.) In its following issue, 

Life went on to portray Marcello as “King Thug of Louisiana,” re- 
porting that he was one of the State's wealthiest men and “the lord 
of one of the richest and most corrupt criminal fiefdoms in the 
land.” (57) 

(327) In August 19G11, Look magazine reported on Marcello’s polit- 
ical and criminal influence in the Gulf States region. (5<S) 

(328) On March 1, 1970. UPI stated that, there were indications that 
Marcello might he preparing to leave the United States, rather than 
submit to the forthcoming imprisonment growing out of his convic- 
tion for assaulting the. FBI agenK(ffff) According to the story. Mar- 
cello'- attorney. G. Wrnv Gill, had denied the rumor, stating, “This is 
where Marcello wants to be and nobody can put Marcello out of the 
country unless they put a shotgun to his head.”(ffff) On March 2, amid 
television reports in New Orleans that Marcello would in fact flee the 
count ry. i he New ( )i leans States-Item reported that there was no firm 
evidence to support the rumors. (ff7) In fact, Marcello never did leave 
the country. 



(329) In its April 10, 1970 issue, Life published a followup to 
its investigation of Marcello of 3 years earlier, concluding that “Mar- 
cello, now 60, not only continues to dominate [Louisiana] but grows 
vastly richer each year at public expense.” (ffJ) The magazine detailed 
various alleged relationships between Marcello and key State officials 
and reported on two recent organized crime murders attributed to the 
Marcello organization. (03) The following month, in May 1970, labor 
columnist Victor Itiesel reported that Federal organized crime in- 
vestigators had concluded that Carlos Marcello had become one of 
the two most powerful Mafia leaders in the Nation, second only to 
Carlo Gambino, the actual “boss of all bosses.” (6J) Itiesel stated that 
Federal officials had come to view Marcello as the single most influ- 
ential organized crime figure in the Nation outside of New York.(ff5) 

(330) In the fall of 1970, the Wall Street Journal and Los Angeles 
Times published further accounts of Marcello’s more recent activities, 
with the Times reporting that his criminal organization had expanded 
to unprecedented dimensions. (GO) 

(331) Appe aring before th e House Sel ect Com mittee on Crime in 
J ung_ of-1 &7V,’Mar<:e7l 1 o repealTd hTh claims that he was not invol ved 
witnorganized crime. lie testified that lie did not know what a racketeer 
was ; (i^jrlul'nbtTiave any; business interests outside of LoiifeliiW? (6S)~ 
had nev er contributed any funds to political figures in an effort to 
gainMnfttTenceYfff") and had not been .significantly. acquainted with 
any natiofialorganized crime leaders with the exception of Shiites 
Traffieante (Vff) niTtf thelate Frank Costello. (71) 

(332) TrTresponse to a question by a member of the crime committee 
as to how he could “account for the fact [that] you have been re- 
peatedly identified as a significant figure in organized crime, by ap- 
parently responsible people,” Marcello responded that lie had been 
the subject of “false statements” ever since the Kefauver committee 
investigation of 1951.(72) Marcello testified that although numerous 
Federal and State investigators had caused him to be the subject 
of negative publicity, “I am not in no racket. I am not in no organized 
crime.” (73) 

marcedlo: a Kennedy administration target 
Deportation efforts 

(333) Carlos Marcello and his syndicate became a primary target 
of investigation by the Department of Justice during the Kennedy 
administration. Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy viewed him as 
one of the most powerful and threatening Mafia leaders in the Nation 
and ordered that the Justice Department focus on him, along with 
other figures such as Teamsters president Holla and Chicago Mafia 
leader Sam Giancana. (74) 

(334) In Marcello’s case, the intent of the Kennedy administration 
was made known even before Inauguration Day, January 20, 1901. 
On December 28, 10(10, the New Orleans .States-Item reported that 
Attorney General-designate Kennedy was planning specific actions 
against Marcello. (75) An FBI report from that period noted: 

On January 12, 1961, a [source] advised that Carlos Mar- 
cello is extremely apprehensive and upset and has since the 
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New Orleans Statcs-Item newspaper on December 28, 1960 
published a news story reporting that . . . Robert F. Kennedy 
stated lie would expedite the deportation proceedings pending 
against Marcello after Kennedy takes office in January 
1961. (76) 

(335) The Bi muuds D ; ( On** No stril fi le, for 1961 noted that Marcello 
(lew urWasliingloii, I).C., shortly after the inauguration ol Fiesiderrfc- 
Keuiw e^^idzira^±r:tmiclx^vittv^~ntniib£rrufrp ldfrt7'7i 1 a lffiThTtsihcss 
assoc iates^™/) AVbile t here,- lie- placed utolcpiionc call_to the office 
of at Riast one Congressman. (79) 

(38fi) Bu rcarn'e cobds further indicate that Marcello initiated vari- 

ous efforts to forestall or prevent the anticipated prompt deportation 
action. An FBI report noted that Marcello may have tried a circuitous 
approach. (7,9) Through a source, the Bureau learned of another Mafia 
leaders account of how Marcello had reportedly proceeded. (SO) 
Philadelphia underworld leader Angelo Bruno discussed a specific 
attempt by Marcello to forestall an action by the immigration au- 
thorities. (57) According to the Philadelphia underworld leader 
Marcello had enlisted his close Mafia associate, Santos Trafli- 
cante of Florida, in the reported plan. (82) Traflicante in turn con- 
tacted Frank Sinatra to have (ho singer use his friendship with the 
Kennedy family on Marcello’s behalf. (SJ) This effort met with failure 
and may even have resulted in intensified Federal efforts against 
Marcello. (84) 

(687). In response to Attorney General Kennedy’s strong interest 
in Marcello, the New Orleans FBI office prepared a report on him 
and his Mafia associates for FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover on 
February 18, 1961. (So) A report prepared under the direction of special 
Agent Regis Kenned y.-U y-^wrFh ^Wnsxifficc stated that ‘‘Continued 
iivvesHgatign ~of Far los'M it md In since- December 1957, lias failed to 
di'wdoprtTTTneraljle area wher ein Marc ello may be in violation of stat- 
utes wit hitt-t-be-FdH’s' jurisdiction. ''(55) This assessment by the New 
OrkoHW-offictrdtlnsfriUed why Justice 'Department and other law en- 
forcement officials viewed as less than satisfactory its performance 
prior to the mid-lOGO's in investigating organized crime. 

(88S) While the committee carefully examined numerous areas of 
information pertaining to the proficiency of the FBI in investigating 
organized crime during the. 1950’s and early 1960’s and found various 
areas in which Bureau performance was significantly deficient, tho 
city of New Orleans was a special case. The indications are, that the 
Bni'caujj_li initial— w o i k on the Marr c H n-cnscmTav-havc-heen attrilmt- 
~5tT T<rlo a d istur bing attitude on the p art of the senior agent who 
supervised t he case, Regis Kennedy. Jic liaTTTiecn m charge of the 
Bu Harms' work on Marcello and the New Orica iisrMalia for years and 
also directed much of the FBI investigation in that city of President 
Kennedy's assassination. In an interview with the committee several 
months before bis death in-i6TS, Kennedy had stated that he. believed 
Marc»Jktwas=:ttot-eugaged-iH-any organized crime activities or other _ 
illegal aciionsjluring-the period Troit i 1959 until at least 1968.(57) 
JIo alAirtated th at he did not Relieve M arcello was a significant orga- 
nized crime figure mid did not believe that Iio was currently involved 
iiucriminal enterprises. (SS) 



(339) Kennedy furthe r informed t he committee that he believed 
Marcello tfould “stay away" from any improper activity and in reality 
diiLcam his living as a'tomato salesman amt real estate investor. (5,9) 

In response to the question of why Marcello had been consistently iden- 
tified as ono of t lie Nation’s most powerful Moiia leaders by federal 
authorities for over 20 years. Kennedy stated that the New Orleans 
FBI office did not know why Marcello was so identified. (90) He fur- 
ther stated that the New Orleans office had simply responded to peri- 
odic directives from Washington instructing it to monitor Marcello, 
but had not selected him from investigative attention on its own. (91 ) 

(340) In November 1978, the managing director of the New Orleans 
Crime Commission, Aaron Kohn, testified that agent Kennedy s sur- 
prising views about Carlos Marcello were well-known to him during 
that period. (92) While Kennedy had served the Bureau with distinc- 
tion in other areas, his attitude toward investigating the organized 
crime syndicate in New Orleans was one of negativism and ridi- 
cule ; (OJ) it was also accompanied by a belief tlmt Carlos Marcello was 
not in any way a significant criminal figure. (94) 

(841) In an interview with the committee on November 15, 19 1 8, 
Kennedy's successor as the FBI organized crime case agent in New 
Orleans', Patrick Collins, stated that Kennedy “had taken the Deep 
South approach to organized crime ; it’s up North but it sure isn t down 
here.” (05) Further, Kennedy and other agents “didn’t sec Marcello for 
what he is. It is incredible to think, but they didn t understand that this 
was a Mafia family down in New Orleans. '(96) While stating that lie 
had a high regard for Kennedy’s other work, Collins said he believed 
Kennedy’s attitude was one of “boredom” over having to file periodic 
renorts on Marcello and organized crime. (97) 

(342) While the New Orleans FBI office’s assessment of Marcello and 
his activities did not significantly contribute to the Federal efforts 
agkmst.Eiin. other agencies were pressing the drive in a more substan- 
tive way. On March 3, 1961, General Joseph Swing of the Immigration 
and Natura lization Service advised the FBI that : 

. . . t he Attorney Gene ral had been emphasizing . . . the 

importance of taking prompt action to deport notorious — 

Imodiums, -In t his connection, the Marcello case is of particu- - 

lap interest. A final order of deportation has been entered 
a gainst Marcello but this-fact - is - being held iii strictest 
confidence. (98) 

(343) On the afternoon of April 4, 1961, 8 years after he was ordered 
deported, Carlos Marcello was finally ejected from the United States. 

As he walked into the INS office i n New O rleans for h is r egular ap- 
pom+TnentrtnTeport as aii alicn, _lie. was arresIecLumT Jiandcu (Ted by — 
INS officials. (.9.9) He was then rushed to the New Orleans airport and 
fiowiTToGualemalaJ/tW) Marcello's attorneys denounced the deporta- 
tion later that day, terming it “cruel and uncivilized,” and noted that 
their client had not been allowed to telephone his attorney or see his 

(344) ( / '0n the following day, April 5, 1961, Attorney General Robert 
F. Kennedy stated that. “Marcello's deportation was in strict accord- 
ance with the law.” (/ft?) Justice Department officials noted that while 
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Marcello had not been allowed to call an attorney, one of his attorneys 
was present, with him at the time, and that INS officials had unsuccess- 
fully tried to bring Mrs. Marcello to the airport to meet him. (705) 
The' officials noted that special security precautions had been taken to 
insure against Marcello's escape prior to actual deportation (7(4) 
because lie had disappeared several times in the past when deportation 
proceedings were reaching critical junctures. (105) (As will be seen, 
such precautions were unable to prevent Marcello'S return to the 
country 2 months later.) 

(:M5) In testimony before, the committee on January 11, 19 « S, Mar- 
cello stated that he had not been surprised that Attorney General 
Kennedy had decided to press his deportation. (100) lie noted, that “he 
| Kennedy] said * * * he would see that I be deported just as soon as 
he i^ot in office. Well, he got ill office January 20 * * * and April 
the 4th lie deported me.” (107) 

(346) As he had in the past on several occasions, Marcello referred to 
his 11)01 deportation as an illegal “kidiinping.”(70S) In liis appear- 
ance before the committee, he testified that “two marshals put the hand- 
cuffs on me and they told me that I was being kidnaped and being 
brought to Guatemala, which they did, undJjj 30 minutes time I was in 
tho plane.” (100) He further testified that “they dumped me off m 
Guatemala, and I asked them, let me use the phone to call my wife, let 
me get my clothes, something they wouldn’t hear about. They just 
snatched me and that is it, actually kidnaped me. ”(110) 

(347) On April 10, 1961, G days after lie was deported, the Internal 
Revenue Service filed a $830,396 tax lien against Marcello and his 
wife. ( 777) On April 23, news reports disclosed that Marcello was being 
held in custody by Guatemalan authorities in connection with what 
were reported to be false citizenship papers he had presented on arrival 
there April 6.(118) On .May 4, Guatemalan President Miguel Fuentes 
ordered that Marcello be expelled ; lie was driven to and released at the 
El Salvador border late that night. ( 113 ) 

(348) On May 19. 1961, a Federal court in Washington ruled that 
Marcello’s deportation was fully valid and denied a motion by his 
attorneys that it be declared illegal. (.7.4) With that ruling, Marcello's 
reentry to the country was prohibited. (775) 

( 349) Less than 2 weeks later, Marcello secretly gained entry into the 
United States. On June 2, 1961, confirming widespread rumors that 
their client had somehow slipped back in, Marcello’s attorneys an- 
nounced lie had returned and was in hiding.(775) Federal investi- 
gators have never been able to establish in detail his means of entry. 

(350) On June 5, 1961, after Attorney General Kennedy dispatched 
20 Federal agents to Shreveport, La., to conduct a search for Marcello, 
the Louisiana crime leader voluntarily surrendered in New Orleans 
and was ordered held in an' alien detention center at McAllen, 
Tex. ( 117 ) On June 8, a Federal grand jury indicted him for illegal 
reentry ; (118) on July 11, the INS ruled lie was an undesirable alien 
and once again ordered him deported. (775) 

(351) On June 1G, 1961, the FBI received a report that a IJ.S. Sen- 
ator from Louisiana might have sought to intervene on Marcellos 
behalf. ( 120 ) This Senator had reportedly received “financial aid from 
Marcello" in the past and was sponsoring a Louisiana official for a key 
INS position from which assistance might be rendered. ( 181). 

i Tvt Fttlt* lOCI fKr* .] r.Ao4»An 
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General Kennedy sought to decipher the reported Marcello message, 
the FB I Laboratory concluded that : 

Because of the brevity of the text, no determination as to 
the meaning of the possible code * * * could be made. It is 
possible, however, that the names in the text * * * represent 
double meaning, wherein certain words are given arbitrary 
meanings by the correspondents. (123) 

(353) While the various court actions and appeals on Marcello’s 
deportation and illegal reentry were continuing in the fall of 1961. he 
was again called before the McClellan committee to testify about orga- 
nized crime gambling activities in Louisiana. (74) In response to com- 
mittee <|uestious Marcello invoked the fiflli amendment, refusing to 
provide any information other than his name and alleged place of 
birth. (125) 

(354) On October 30. 1901, Attorney General Kennedy announced 
tho indictment of Marcello by a Federal grand jury in New Orleans on 
charges of conspiracy in falsifying a Guatemalan birth certificate and 
committing perjury. (126) Marcello’s brother. Joseph was also charged 
in the alleged falsification of the birth certificated 127) 

(355) On December 20, 1961, with Marcello free on a $10,000 bond, 
the five-niembcr Board of Immigration Appeals upheld the deporta- 
tion order against Marcello, denying another appeal by Marcello at- 
torneys that it be declared invalid. (128) 

(356) In October 1962, a Bureau of Narcotics report described Mar- 
cello as “one of the Nation’s leading racketeers” and noted that he 
was “currently under intensive investigation by tire Internal Revenue 
Service Intelligence Division for tax fraud.” (129) The report also 
noted that Marcello was then instituting a further legal step to fore- 
stall deportation. (130) Marcello’s attorneys had filed a legal writ in 
an effort to set aside his Federal conviction on narcotics charges from 
24 years earlier. (757) This conviction was one of the key factors in 
the ongoing deportation proceedings against him. (138) 

(357) 6ji_Qctobei‘ 31,-1962, it FedeTal couit i~ilgd~agaiTist-->ra('eello-’rrt — 

n f. t empt *toh n ve iiie-1033-drug conviction- nullified; (755) The. court 
saitFtlra^is^IajmAhatJiCLJiaxLnoUiad-counscTprcsent-wheii lie-pled. ' 
guilty - 1 o l he narcotics charge on .October 29 r 1938, -was. false, (75.) ) as 
wrfTtyiy-el flirrrtlB ifrhe lindhot known ofTuiTrigllts and could not.affortL 
an<rttwncyr('755) 

Increased Federal Pressure 

(358) On February 15, 1963, in apparent response, to Attorney Gen- 
eral Kennedy’s request for continuing action against Marcello, FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover directed the New Orleans FBI office to in- 
tensify its coverage of Marcello and his organization. (136) He ordered 
that a “special effort” be made to upgrade the level of the investigation 
of Marcello, and suggested increased use of informants as well as the 
possible initiation of electronic surveillance. (137) 

(359) During the course of its investigation of specific organized 
crime leaders and their activities, the committee had devoted special 
attention to the degree to which such figures were subject to elec- 
tronic surveillance by Federal or State agencies during the period 







Marcello hail nnl- boon allowed to call an attorney, -moot Ins attorneys 
was present with him at the time, and that INS officials had unsucccss- 
fullv tried to bring Mrs. Marcello to the airport to meet him.(I(W) 
The" officials noted that special security precautions had been taken to 
insure against Marcello's escape prior to actual deportation (103) 
because he had disappeared several times in the past when deportation 
proceedings were reaching critical junctures. (105) (As will be seen, 
such precautions were unable to prevent Marcellos return to the 
country 2 months later.) 

( ;54ri ) In testimony before the committee on .January 11, 19<b, Mar- 
cello stated that he lmd not been surprised that Attorney General 
Kennedy had decided to press his deportation. {106) He noted, that he 
I Kennedy I said * * * he would see that I be deported ]ust as soon as 
he got in office. Well, lie got in office January 20 * * * and April 
the 4th he deported me." (107) , r „ , , , 

(346) As he had in the past on several occasions, Marcello referred to 
his 1061 deportation as an illegal ,; kidnaping.”(fdc9) In his appear- 
ance before the committee, he testified that ‘‘two marshals putthe lianu- 
cull's on me and they told me that I was being kidnaped and being 
brought to Guatemala, which they did, and in 30 minutes time I was m 
the plane.” (109) He further testified that ‘'they dumped me off in 
Guatemala, and I asked them, let me use the phone to call iny wife, let 
me get my clothes, something they wouhhvt hear about. They ]ust 
snatched me and that is it, actually lridmi pollute.” (J./0) 

(347) On April 10, 1961, 6 days after he was deported, the Internal 
Revenue Service filed a $835,396 tax lien against Marcello and his 
wife.(/77) On April 23, news reports disclosed that Marcello was being 
held in custody by Guatemalan authorities in connection with what 
were reported to be false citizenship papers he had presented on arrival 
there April 6 .(112) On May 4, Guatemalan President Miguel Fucntcs 
ordered that Marcello be expelled ; he was driven to and released at the 
El Salvador border late that night. (113) 

(348) On May 19. 1961, a Federal court in Washington ruled that 
Marcello’s deportation was fully valid and denied a motion by Ins 
attorneys that it be declared illegal. (lib) With that ruling, Marcello s 
reentry to the country was prohibited. (115) 

( 349) Less than 2 weeks later, Marcello secretly gained entry into the 
United States. On June 2, 1961, confirming widespread rumors that 
their client had somehow slipped back in, Marcello’s attorneys an- 
nounced he had returned and was in hiding. (fR?) Federal investi- 
gators have never been able to establish in detail his means of entry. 
'(350) On June 5, 1961, after Attorney General Kennedy dispatched 
20 Federal agents to Shreveport, La., to conduct a search for Marcello, 
the Louisiana crime leader voluntarily surrendered in New Orleans 
and was ordered held in an alien detention center at McAllen, 
Tex. (117) On June 8, a Federal grand jury indicted him for illegal 
reentry ; (118) on July 11, the INS ruled he was an undesirable alien 
and once again ordered him deported. (119) 

(351) On June 16, 1961, the FBI received a report that a U.S. Sen- 
ator from Louisiana might have sought to intervene on Marcello’s 
behalf. (120) This Senator had reportedly received “financial aid from 
Marcello" in the past and was sponsoring a Louisiana official for a key 
INS position from which assistance might be rendered . ( 1 11 ) . 

(352) In July 1961, the Justice Department’s organized crime section 
with I lie assistance of codebreaking specialists of the FBI, made an 
effort to decode what was believed to be a secret communication involv- 
ing Marcello and an associate. (122) While senior aides to Attorney 
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the FBI Laboratory concluded that : 

Because of the brevity of the text, no determination as to 
the meaning of the possible code * * * could be made. It is 
possible, however, that the names in the text * * * represent, 
double meaning, wherein certain words arc given arbitrary 
meanings by the correspondents. (123) 

(353) While the various court actions and appeals on Marcello's 
deportation and illegal reentry were continuing in the fall of 1961, he 
was again called before the McClellan committee to testify about oiga- 
nized crime gambling activities in Louisiana. (124) I' 1 response to com- 
mittcc quest ions Marcello invoked Ihe fifth amendment. refu>ing lo 
provide any information other than his name and alleged place of 
birth. (125) , 

(351) On October 30, 1961, Attorney General Kennedy announced 
the indictment of Marcello by a Federal grand jury in New Orleans on 
charges of conspiracy in falsifying a Guatemalan birth certificate and 
committing perjury. (120) Marcellos brother. Joseph was also charged 
in the alleged falsification of the birth certificate. ( 127) 

(355) On December 20, 1961, with Marcello free on a $10,000 bond, 
the five-member Board of Immigration Appeals upheld the deporta- 
tion order against Marcello, denying another appeal by Marcello at- 
torneys that it be declared invalid. (128) 

(356) " In October 1962, a Bureau of Narcotics report described Mar- 
cello as “one of the Nation’s leading racketeers'’ and noted that he 
was “currently under intensive investigation by the Internal Revenue 
Service. Intelligence Division for tax fraud.” (129) The report also 
noted that Marcello was then instituting a further legal step to fore- 
stall deportation. (130) Marcello’s attorneys had filed a legal writ in 
an effort to set aside his Federal conviction on narcotics charges from 
21 years earlier. (7.7/) This conviction was one of the key factors in 
the ongoing deportation proceedings against him. (132) 

(357) QjijQctobe-r-^lrK^^ rulefhigainsfc-Mareello-'s— 

a f tem pt f o have tJi c—1938-drug- -con vict ion— nul 1 ified-. (123 ) T he, cou rt 
sauFt1ratTnsicTailnJlxaUieJiarLjxoLhftd--counsel-prcsenk when-he-pletT 

gu iltyTo the ijarednis _chgygc_Q jtlO.c t ober. 29 t _ 1 938, -was false, 1/ J-5J n s 
w n~TTTT s7TaimUf n.r HeTilicf noff known oLhisTighte and could not afford 

an<rtt<H’ncyr("f#J') — 

Increased Federal Pressure 

(358) On February 15, 1963, in apparent response to Attorney Gen- 
eral Kennedy’s request for continuing action against Marcello, FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover directed the New Orleans FBI office to in- 
tensify its coverage of Marcello and his organization. (13G) He ordered 
(hat a “special effort” be made to upgrade the level of the investigation 
of Marcello, and suggested increased use of informants as well as the 
possible initiation of electronic surveillnnce.(7J7) 

(359) During the course of its investigation of specific organized 
crime leaders and their activities, the committee had devoted special 
attention to the degree to which such figures were subject to elec- 
tronic surveillance by Federal or State agencies during the period 
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of the early 19G0’s. The committee believed that there was a possi- 
bility that electronic surveillance might have recorded some discus- 
sion of the Kennedy assassination. In evaluating various assessments 
by organized crime specialists during the early 1960’s, the committee 
had noted that the likelihood of identifying the commission of crimi- 
rial acts by organized crime figures during, that period varied with 
the scope of electronic surveillance of those figures. (138) 

(GOO) After carefully examining the various electronic surveillance 
programs in effect during the early 1900’s, the committee found 
that Carlos Marcello had never been subject to such coverage during 
that period. FBI files indicate that while there had not been prior in- 
terest in using such investigative techniques in Marcello s case, the 
Bureau did attempt to institute electronic surveillance during the pe- 
riod of 1 DOG and il)G 4. (7.7.5) Two unsuccessful attempts wore made to 
effect such surveillance, (HO) failures attributable in all likelihood to 
the security system employed by Marcello at the various locations from 
which he operated. (HI) 

(361) A1 Staffed!, the f o rmer F BI official who coord inated Bureau 
activitie s m thc -wgft-Hize.d. crime "field nTffis period, gave the com- 
mittee his view — that the. FBI “had. virtually nothing ^electronic 
surveillance on Marcello and his guys. We just couldn’t cuectiiatentr 
With MirceTToTyouVe. got tKe-bne big exception in our work back then. 
ThertrwvaF just no way of penetrating that area. He was too smart.” 

( 7 ygipTherin abil ltyTo effect surveillance of Marcello apparently con- 
tinued, ns FBI files indicate that as late as 1967 Bureau officials were 
prepared to testify that Marcello had never been the subject of elec- 
tronic surveillance. (H3) 

(362) Attorney General Kennedy’s personal interest in the continu- 
ing Justice Department investigation of Marcello was further evi- 
denced in April 1963. He had received a letter which he in turn ordered 
the chief of the Criminal Division, Jack Miller, to forward to Hoover 
for his personal attention. (1H) The letter was from a citizen claim- 
ing to have knowdedge of a severe beating inflicted upon a friend by 
lieutenants of Marcello. (7#) The Attorney General requested imme- 
diate Bureau attention to the matter. 

(363) On May 27, 1963, the U.S. Supreme Court, in response to an 
appeal filed by .Marcello’s attorneys, (1/fi) declined to review the Mar- 
cello deportation action and upheld the earlier decision of the U.S. 
Circuit Court of App'cals. (7^7) 

(361) On November 4, 1963, Mar cello went on. .trial in New Orleans 
on Federal charges of conspiracy in connection with his alleged falsi- 
fication of a Guatemalan birth certificate. (A)#) Eighteen days later, 
on November 22, 1963, lie was acquitted. The news of President Ken. 
nedy’s-immler in Dallas reacbe.d the New Orleans^CQurtroom shortly . 
before, the verdict was announced. (7.)-9) . 

(36. r >)' Oh Juljr227 1964, the Supreme Court rejected another appeal 
by Marcello to have his 1938 narcotics conviction set aside, upholding 
the rulings of various lower courts. (755) 

(366) (AvGdQhenG. BHH. Marcelto-and airassociatc.-weiT indicted in 
Federal court on charges of having bri bed a m ember of the jury that 
had acquitted* Marcello on Noyenrbei r ~22^JA6 3 . ( Al t ) The, indictment- 
allpged-Bvat— Marc^hTluffriiis IIeutenants_had jnade two secret pay-" 
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ments to a juror with “the intent to influence his action, vote, opinion 
and decision” in the case. (7-52) The indictment further charged that in 
November 1963, Marcello bad endeavored “to influence, obstruct, and 
impede” the prosecution “by requesting the. murder of * * * a prin- 
cipal witness” for the Government, Carl Noll. (153) 

(367) Marcello surrendered at the Federal courthouse and was sub- 
sequently freed on a $100,000 bond on October 8, after the U.S. attor- 
ney noted that a search by 10 FBI agents had been unsuccessful in 
locating him the day before. (154) The charge of having requested the 
murder of the chief prosecution witness in the 1963 case was later 
dropped, following the reported unwillingness of that person to testi fy 
to the incident. Marcell o was acquitted by a jury of the o ther 
charges. (155) 

(3(>S) Efforts to deport Marcello were still underway in 1979. In 
late 1975, Marcello’s attorneys had filed an appeal for suspension of 
His deportation order, based mi “good moral character” during the 
previous 10 years. (755) Another Marcello appeal was pending in the 
U.S. district court in New Orleans in 1978.(757) 

(369) While INS officials point out the peculiar nature of the cur- 
rent deportation process in the United States, which sets no practical 
limits on the number and frequency of appeals and other legal steps a 
person may initiate to forestall deportation, another factor has been 
central to Marcello’s continued presence in the United States. Immigra- 
tion officials note that before the final step of deportation can be t aken, 
some other country must agree to issue travel documents authorizing 
the person to settle in that nation. (158) As of 1979, no country was 
willing to do so. {159) 

ALLEGED ASSASSINATION TJ IKEAT BY MARCEM/) 

(370) As part of its investigation, the committee examined a pub- 

lished account of what was alleged to have been a, threat made by 
Carl os .M arcello in late 1 962 against the life of President Kennedy 
and his b rother, Kobert, the Attorney General. Tiny information was 
first set forth publicly in a book on organized crime published in 
1969r“Thc Grim Reapers,” by Ed Reid. (755) Reid, a former editor 
of t he Ha s VegSS' Stub. 'was' a writer on organized crime, and the co- 
author, with Ovid Dcinaris, of “The Green Felt Jungle,” nublishcd 
in 1963: “ _ 

(371) In a lengthy chapter on the New Orleans Mafia and Carlos 

Marcello, Reid wrote of an alleged private meeting between Marcello 
and two or more men sometime in September 1962. (767) His account 
was based on interviews he bad conducted with a man who alleged 
he had attended the meeting. ( 75.2) f 

(372) According to Reid's informant, the Marcello meeting was 
held in a farmhouse at Churchill Farms, the 3,000-acre swampland 
plantation owned by Marcello outside of New Orleans. (109) Reid 
wrote that Marcello and three other men had gone to the farmhouse 
in a car driven by Marcello himself. (75.1) Marcello and the other 
men gathered inside the farmhouse, had drinks and engaged in casual 
conversation that included the general subjects of business and 
sex. (755) After further drinks “brought more familiarity and rc- 
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luxatio n. the dialog tu rned to seriousjnatt^^iftcluding the pressure 
law ^rTK ?-??rrrCTi^gfrncics_mii^ to.hcai_onthehjAfi a brothcr- 

iirx-wVj jK axesult of the K(UHieL b'-administi-ation.(igr~~~-- |r - 
( 37 Jf~Rcid’s book contained the. following account of the discussion : 

It was then that Carlos’ voice lost its softness, and his words 
were bitten off and spit out when mention was made of U.S. 
Attorney General Kobcrt Kennedy, who was still on the 

trail of Marcello. , c 

“Livarsi na petra di la scarpa!” Carlos shrilled the Maha 
cry of revenge: “Take the stone out of my shoe!” 

“Don’t worry about that little Bobby son of a bitch, he 

shouted. “He's going to be taken care of!” 

Ever since Kobcrt Kennedy had arranged for his deporta- 
tion to Guatemala, Carlos had wanted revenge. But as the 
subsequent conversation, which was reported to two top Gov- 
/ eminent, investigators by one of the participants and later 
to this author, showed, he knew that to rid himself of Robert 
Kennedy he would first have to remove the President. Any 
killer of the Attorney General would bo hunted down by 
his brother: the death" of the President would sgaJ the fate of 
. his Attorney General. (76"/) 

******* 

Xo one at the meeting had any doubt, about. Marcello’s in- 
tentions when lie abruptly arose from the table. Marcello 
did not joke about such things. In any case, tho matter had 
gone beyond mere “business” : it had become ail affair of hon- 
or. a Sicilian vendetta. Moreover, the conversation at Church- 
ill Farms also made clear that Marcello had begun to plan 
a move, lie had, for example, already thought of using a 

“nut” to do the job. . 

Roughly 1 year later President Kennedy was shot in 
Dallas — months after Attorney General Robert Kennedy 
had announced to tho McClellan committee that he was going 
to expand his war on organized crime. And it is perhaps sig- 
nificant that privately Robert Kennedy had singled out James 
Holla. Sam Giancana, and Carlos Marcello as being among 
his chief targets. (7(75) 

i ATT) In an interview with the committee, Reid said that his in- 
formant staled that Marcello. seemed to be “very serious” as lie spoke 
of planning to assassinate. President Kennedy. (109) He further told 
l committee that while, his informant had had great doubts at the 
nme as to whether Marcello could or would have the President 
as.-assinated. immediately after the. assassination occurred, he came 
lo believe t hat Marcello was ill fact the perpetrator. (/7d) 

( :;?">) Reid informed the, committee that he believed his informant., 
a man with underworld associations, was credible and trustworthy 
(171) and had in fact provided “unusually reliable” information 
about organized crime on past occasions, including during the writing 
of "The 'Green Felt .1 tingle." (/?_’) Based oil past association and 
contacts with the informant, Reid was “strongly inclined to believe 
his account of the Marcello meeting,” (173) although he was “not 
sure what it all means in the final analysis.” (174) 
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FBI investigation of the allegations 

(376) In early over a year and a half before the hook was 

published, senior officials of the FBI learned of the account of the 
alleged ihfatting.f 17-5) According to an FBI memorandum of May 1 ">, 
196?,Jrom Assistant I HreetoFXlex Rosen to Assistant Director Oartlia 
DeLoach, the-Bureau's Bos Angeles office luul been contacted on May O' 
by Reid. ( 176) The. memorandum stated that Reid, “wh o has written 
several hooks concerning the hoodlum element,” hnifTbiitactod the Bos 
Angeles office, and had “indicated h e had inform ation concerning John . 

Rose! li.” {177) The memorandum further stated tliatr when' Reid was 
interviewed, lie showed his manuscript to the Bureau’s Bos Angeles 
agents. {178) The memorandum gave the following account of Reid’s, 
information : ev^te-^ry/i 

Reid refers to Carlos MrfScciJo and i n d i ciiIm], J here-wasrTT 
meeting on September ll/'lOC^atAIhurefltTrTaniis, outside fy > 
Xew Orleans, Ba., attondCd-by'scvcral people including Mar- 
cello and Reid’s informant. Marcello was alleged to have 
said that in order to get Bo bby "Ktwicd ^ln^cyvbuld'havc to 
get the Pve-sh lenty and th py'oon Id - ifoT k i 1 1 Bobby beeaiiscthc 
President \vou rdhlscThcAVfmy and the MirnncsTd'get'thciih- 
Thcj£aiit-of- killing the President would cause Bobby to lose 
his power as Attorney General because of the New 
President. (179) 



(377) While the Bureau memorandum indicates that the agents 
who read that section of Reid's manuscript believed it placed the meet- 
ing in September 1903, the actual account published by Reid in 1969 
stated that the meeting had occurred in September 1902. {ISO) In 
his committee interview, Reid said that he had “always stated that the 
meeting was in .September 1902”(75/) because his informant had 
“clearly recalled” the time of the meeting and had been “traveling in 
Bouisiana” that month. (182) 

(37b) The Bureau memorandum went oil to state that Reid had 
informed the Bos Angeles agents that “a person who attended this 
alleged meeting was interviewed by agents of our Bos Angeles oflicc 
and furnished them the information. ”(755) Further, Reid believed 
that “several days” after the. informant had attended the meeting with 
Marcello, he “was interviewed concerning tho Billie Sol Estes case, at 
which time he allegedly related to our agents what ho heard at 
Churchill Farms.” (lS7 t ) 

(379) The. memorandum goes on to note that, a review of FBI files 
on Reid's informant, whose name was lMwavdBrcTiuv showed lie had 
in faet. been interviewed by Bureau agemson Tsovamliei' 26, 1902, in 
connection with the Billie, .Sol Estes investigation. (75-7) YV bile “| i.|n 
Ibis interview, Marcello was mentioned * * * in eonnoetion with n busi- 
ness proposition * * * no mention was made of” Attorney General 
Kennedy or President Kennedy, or any threat against them.(/5<7) 

(380) The memorandum said that the agents who read the part, of 
Reid’s manuscript on the meeting (old the. author that Becker had not 
informed the Bureau of the alleged Marcello discussion of assassina- 
tion. (187.) In fact. “It is noted Edward Nicholas Becker is a private 
investigator in Bos Angeles who in the past has had a reputation of 
being unreliable and known to misrepresent facts.” (755) 
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(381) The memorandum concluded by staling that Reids offer to 
provide the Bureau with information about Mafia figure John Rosclli 
had been declined : 

In connection with John Jloselli, Reid wanted to trade in- 
formation concerning him. which oiler was refused. lie men- 
tioned he was concerned with Rosclli’s association with attor- 
ney Edward Morgan of Washington. D.C. As you recall, Mor- 
gan was previously interviewed at the request of the White 
f louse concerning alleged information in his possession re- 
garding the assassination. Also, Rosclli was the connecting- 
link between CIA and Robert Malieu who was hired by the 
CIA to approach Sam Giancana to have Castro assassinated. 

(189) 

(382) The memorandum went to Assistant Directors Rosen and 
DeLoach, and to the most senior officials in the Bureau, including 
Assistant. Director William Sullivan and several of his deputies, and 
Assistant Director James Gales of the Inspection Division, all of 
whom had direct responsibility for the FUJ^s investigation of Presi- 
dent Kennedy’s murder. (100) No instructions of any kind to follow 
up on the information regarding Marcello, the alleged assassination 
discussion, and the informant, were, issued .subsequently. (191) 

(3N8) The only directive regarding the matter was a handwritten 
notation made on the memorandum by Deljoach :(192) "We should 
discrctly identify the publisher" of the Reid book. (id?) 

(384) Two davs later, in an FBI memorandum of May 17, 1967, the 
Special Agent in Charge (SAC) of the Dos Angeles office reported 
some additional information to Hoover. (194) In the memorandum, 
the. Los Angeles office set forth some alleged information it had learned 
regarding Becker, who, t he memo noted, claimed to have heard “state- 
ments supposedly made by Carlos Marcello on September 11, 1963, 
concerning the pending assassination of President Kennedy. (195) 
The FBI memo stated that 1 clay after the Bureau first learned of the 
Reid information, its Los Angeles office received information regard- 
ing Edward Becker which was allegedly damaging to his reputa- 
tion. (19(1) According to the information, Sidney Korsliak had been 
discussing Becker and : 

* * * Korsliak inquired as to who Eel Becker was and 
advised that Becker was trying to shake down some of 
Koi-shnk s friends for money by claiming lie. is the collabo- 
rator with Reid and that for money he could keep the names 
of these people out of the book. (197) 

(385) The memorandum also stated that Sidney Korsliak had fur- 
ther stated that “Becker was a no-good shakedown artist,” (19S) infor- 
mation which in turn became known to the Bureau. (199) 

(386) The memorandum did not mention the background of the 
person who was supplying the negative information and allegations 
about. Becker — Sidney Korsliak. Ho was a Los Angeles labor lawyer, 



• When* Meeker is referred to ns an "informant, '* it should be noted that 
this applies to his relationship to Reid and not to a Federal law* enforcement 
agency. 
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who has been alleged to have underworld associations in Chicago, 
California, Las Vegas, and New York. (290) The Bureau’s own files 
identified him as a continuing subject of numerous organized crime 
investigations, an associate of reputed Chicago Mafia executioners Gus 
Alex and Murray “The Camel” Humphreys, (£01) and a business asso- 
ciate of James R. Hoffa and Paul Dorfman.(202) In an extensive 
four-part investigative series in 1976, the New York Times noted that 
a 1968 Justice Department report had described Korsliak as perhaps 
“the most significant link in the relationship between the crime syndi- 
cate, politics, labor, and management.” (203) The Times further re- 
ported that at a meeting in April 1976, senior officials of the Justice 
Department’s Organized Crime Division had “reached a consensus 
that Mr. Korsliak was one of the five most powerful members of the 
underworld.” (30 If) 

(387) On June 5, 1967, in another memorandum to Director Hoover, 
the Los Angeles FBI office reported that the person who had pro- 
vided the derogatory information on Becker had contacted Reid on 
May 26 in an effort to “discredit” Becker’s information about Mar- 
cello. (205) This person had provided Reid with the information about 
Becker -which had derived from Korsliak. (306) The memorandum 
went on to state that “The purpose [of this person] was to discredit 
Becker to Reid in order that the Carlos Marcello incident would be 
deleted from the book by Reid. (307) 

(388) On May 31, 1967, according to the same memorandum, a spe- 
cial agent of the Los Angeles office was involved in a visit to Reid s 
home (208) in a further effort to persuade him of Becker’s alleged 
untrustworthiness. (309) During this visit : 

It was again pointed out to Reid that Becker had been 
interviewed by Bureau agents in November 1962 concerning 
the Billie Sol Estes case, but had not mentioned the reputed 
conversation or statements allegedly made by Marcello on 
September 11 , 1963 (almost a year later) , at Churchill F arms, 

New Orleans. (210) 

(389) The Bureau’s possible confusion over the time periods in- 
volved in the matter was further evidenced in the memorandum, 
which said that “in November 1962” Becker had “not- mentioned the 
reputed * * * statements allegedly made by Marcello on Septem- 
ber 11, 1963. ”(£77) Again, both Reid and Becker have maintained 
consistently that they made clear that the meeting was in September 
1962, rather than September 1963,(3/3) and that the specific reference 
in the Reid book stated “September 1962.”(2/J) Additionally, the 
Bureau’s own tiles on Becker (while not containing any references to 
assassination) clearly indicated that Becker had been interviewed by 
agents in November 1962, following a trip through Louisiana that 
September. (214) 

Committee investigation of the allujut ion 

(390) The committee carefully examined the FBI’s files relating to 
Becker and the Bureau’s contact with him in late 1962. The first Bu- 
reau reference to Becker appeared in a report of November 20, 1962. 
regarding a private investigator working on the Billie Sol Estes case, 
the famous multimillion-dollar fraud investigation of the early 
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1960’s. {215) The report noted that Becker, then 42, was associated 
with an investigator being employed by one of the oil service com- 
panies (hat had allegedly been swindled by Estes. (£7d) Becker was 
said to have had first met with the investigator in Brownswood, Tex., 
on September 18, 1962. and that they had traveled to Shreveport, La., 
on business on September 21 .(217) Becker was associated with an oil 
geologist in Shreveport, Carl Roppolo, (£75) who was alleged to be a 
nose acquaintance of Carlos Marcello. (.27.9) 

The report noted that one person had told the Bureau (hat hop- 
polo had said that his mother is Carlos Marcello’s sister, and that 
Roppollo is the favorite nephew.” (£20) As is discussed later, Becker 
informed the committee that Roppolo, a close friend of his. 'v as the 
man who allegedly set up the September l\m meeting with Marcello 
and attended the meeting along with Becker for the purpose of seek- 
ing Marcello’s support for a proposed business, venture of theirs. (227) 

(391) Becker was referred to in a second FBI report of November 
21, 1962, which dealt with an alleged counterfeiting ring and a Dallas 
lawyer who reportedly had knowledge of it. {222) This report noted 
that Becker was being used as an “informaiH^by a private investiga- 
tor in the investigation (223) and was assisting to the extent that, he 
began receiving expense money. (224) The Los Angeles FBI office 
noted that the investigator working with Becker had “admitted that 
he could be supporting a con game for living expenses on the part of 
Becker * * * but that lie doubted it,” as he had only provided Becker 
with limited expenses. (225) 

(392) The November 21, 1962, Bureau report noted further that 
Becker had once been associated with Max Field, a criminal associate 
of Mafia leader Joseph Sica of Los Angeles. (226) According to the 
report “It appears that Becker * * * has been feeding all rumors he 
has heard plus whatever stories he can fit into the picture. ”(££7) 

(393) On November 26, 1962, Becker was interviewed by the FBI 
in connection with its investigation of the Billie Sol Estes case on 
which Becker was then also working as a private investigator. (328) 
Becker told the Bureau of his recent trips to Dallas, Tex., and Louisi- 
ana, and informed them o f the information he had heard about counter- 
feiting in Dallas. (220) At that point, Becker also briefly discussed 
Carlos Marcello : 

Flo [Becker] at] vised that on two occasions he has accom- 
panied Roppolo to New Orleans, where they met with one 
Carlos Marcello, who is a longtime friend of Roppolo. lie 
advised that Roppolo was to obtain the financing for their 
promotional business from Marcello. He advised that he knew 
nothing further about Marcello. (£Jd) 

(394) Becker was brieflv mentioned in another Bureau report, of 
November 27, 1962, which again stated that lie allegedly made up 
“stories” and invented rumors to derive “possible gain” from such 
false in formation. (231) 

(395) Three days later, on November 30, 1962, another Bureau 
report oil Hie Billie Sol Estes case made reference to Becker s trip to 
Dallas in September and his work on the case. (232) The report, noted 
that Becker was apparently associated with various show business 
f 1 f-nn.ilil if', in T.n* YV":is ( 333\ Further it man who had been 
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acquainted with Becker had referred to him as a “small-time con 
man.”(£J^) 

(396) In an April 11, 1963, FBI report, Becker and his friend Rop- 
polo were referred to once again. (235) The report had been written 
by agent Regis Kennedy of the New Orleans office in response to a 
directive issued shortly after Becker informed the Bureau that Rop- 
polo had accompanied him to two business meetings with Marcello. 

(236) The New Orleans office had been instructed to determine if 
Roppolo was in fact acquainted with Marcello, as advised by Becker. 

(237) The April 11, 1963, report concluded that Roppolo did in all 
likelihood know the New Orleans Mafia lcadcr.(£J5) A source had in- 
formed the New Orleans office that the Marcello and Roppolo “fami- 
lies were quite close at one time as they came from the ‘old country’ 
at approximately the same time and lived as neighbors in New 
Orleans.” (239) 

(397) This report further stated that the same source doubted 
whether Roppolo himself could secure financial backing from Mar- 
cello for a business venture, due to Roppolo’s alleged reputation as 
somcono “rather shiftless.” (240) Roppolo was regarded as “a prob- 
lem,” a person who “is always trying to promote something.” (£47) 

(398) While the committee was unable to develop more specific 
information regarding the relationship between Becker's associate, 
Roppolo, and Marcello, the committee did receive information indicat- 
ing a closer relationship than was indicated in the. April 1963 FBI 
report. The New Orleans Crime Commission, in various analyses and 
charts of the Marcello organization, had for years been identifying 
Lillian Roppolo as an associate of Carlos Marcello. (2)2) Aaron Ivolin, 
noted the reported relationship between the two families and stated 
that Lillian Roppolo “was considered to lie something of a courier for 
Marcello.”(£4J) A Crime Commission file, on the Roppolos indicates 
that she had an even closer personal relationship with Marcello, in 
addition to the alleged courier and business activities. (£ 44 ) During 
his appearance before the committee on January 11, 1978, Marcello 
himself brought up his apparent familiarity with the Roppolos when 
he was questioned about his knowledge of a person having a similar 
sounding surname. (£4J) 

Becker's statement to the committee 

(399) During its examination of Reid’s published account of the 
alleged Marcello discussion about assassinating President Kennedy, 
the committee received a more detailed account from Becker of the 
allegations and information he originally provided Reid. Becker, 57 
in 1979. to ld t he commit t ee th at his account of the meeting and dis- 
c ussion with Marcello in 1962 “is tnitliiu). it was tlicn and iE~fcr 
n o~w, l was there. '(2jt/) He maintained that “the FBI— -their agents 
iif~]xw Airnytrs — have - tried to discredit me. They’ve done every- 
thing except investigate the information I gave Reid. They appar- 
ently have always said it was not the truth, but they’ve never in- 
vestigated it to arrive at that judgment.” (247) Becker indicated 
a willingness to support his truthfulness in other ways .(248) 

(400) Becker stated that he was born in California and raised in 
New Haven. Cotm.(£.{.9) IJis early years of employment had included 
publicity work for several Fan Francisco nightclubs and, subsequently, 
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writing a column for two California newspapers. (250) During later 

rears he had done further work in the entertainment field, managing 
' ^ as wdl as writing and producing programs for television m 

otel and Casino in Las Vegas in 1055, working closely with Gus 
Greenbaum (26:!) the Riviera manager and well-known gambling fig- 
ure who was the victim of a much publicized underworld killing 11 
1057 (253) Becker stated that lie “was then traveling m some pretty 
iVt circles I was certainly not the eleanest person around. w4), 
lie further maintained that while lie “was always out to makeabuck, 
ho was never enga god in any significant criminal activity. (2o5) Becker 
noted that he had twice become the subject of criminal investigations, 
,or 0) the lh . ut resulting in his conviction on misdemeanor chaiges foi 
liavin<r stolen kmmncf $200" from a nightclub photographer with 
whom e he was acquainted. (257) lie was in Ins twenties at the time and 

TS; 1 “ in »» he bed els. bee.™, involved with 

two men who were “running a con deal involving laundcimats and 
stolen credit cards” (2-52) and that one of the two men was an assoc ate 
of Los Angeles Alalia leader Joseph Sica. (260) Rp-was the subject of 
an SEC desist order in conjunction with the 19a9 investigation. (26/) 

(403) Becker told the committee that he had worked as a private 
investigator during the years since, coordinating undercover investiga- 
tive work for corporate clients, (262) as well as working on various 
organized crime cases. (2GJ) During the early 1900 s, he was doin 
investigative work for Julian Blodgett, a private investigator and 

former FBI agent. (264) , , , , ... 

(404) Becker told the committee that he and Roppolo had met with 
Marcello in late 1902 to seek his financial backing for an oil additivo 
product they were planning to market. (205) Due to Roppolo s close 
relationship' with Marcello, the meeting was arranged without diUi- 

(405) Becker stated that he and Roppolo met with Marcello on three 
or four occasions in connection with the proposed business deal ana 
that Marcello made his comments about President Kennedy during 
the first or second meeting. (267) The meetings transpired between 
sometime in September 1962 and roughly January 1963.(265) Only 
the three of them had been present during two or three of the meet- 
ings, but a Marcello aide .named “Livcrde,” a barber, had also been 

present oncc.(265) , , , . . . . 

(406) Becker stated that Afarcello had made Ins remarks about the 
Kennedy brothers after Becker said something to the effect that Bob- 
In- Kennedy is really giving you a rough time.’(270) He couldno 
recall the exact words Marcello usechin threatening President Ken- 
nedy. but believed the account in Reid’s book “is basically correct. 

( V/i Miiivello was very angry and had “clearly stated that lie was 
o-oing to arrange to have President Kennedy murdered in some 
way.” (272) Marcello’s statement had been made in a serious tone anct 
sounded as if he had discussed it previously to some extent. (~7J) 
Becker commented that Afarcello had made some, land of reference to 
: President Kennedy's being a dog and Attorney General Robert lven- 
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nedy the dog’s tail, (27b) and had said “the dog will keep biting you if 
you only cut off its tail,” but that if the dog's head were cut off, the dog 

would die. (275) . , , , 

(467) Becker stated that Afarcello also made some kind of reference 
to the way in which he allegedly wanted to arrange the Presidents 
murder. (276) Ar.arcello “clearly indicated’’ that his own lieutenants 
must not be identified as the assassins, (277) and that there would thus 
be a necessity to have them use or manipulate someone else to cam 
out the actual crime. (278) 

(408) Becker said that Afarcello’s alleged remarks about nssamn.it- 
ing the President lasted only a few minutes during the course of the 
meeting, which went 1 to 2 hours. (279) Marcello had spoken m Si- 
cilian phrases during parts of the meeting and had gcown an^y at 
one point in the discussion of their proposed business deal. (280) 

(400) Becker said that although he and Roppollo met with Alaicillo 
on two or three occasions following this meeting, they never again 
discussed President Kennedy. (25/) (Becker added that the oil addi- 
tive business business deal never came to fruition. (..5^)) 

I410t Becker told the committee that whileheJwheH'd Alai cello 
had beengenous _wJiemhclsf »be-ot- wan i i rtgf oAmvc thtrPresident as- 

«BStnisnhcdid not telieva WP.l 

ingft. on tor ITiidTJm m^orUn^y_to. do so. (2.9.3) I [ecmplm«zcd that _ 
while he was d isturbedhT Marc ellas remarks at tlieAime^ he had 

g r ow T rr-acrnsB5mMTKlieanhgxriminal.ligurcs-)nake.- threats^ against 



prrr-TTTfc Stated that the only error in Reid’s published account 
of the meeting related to the statement that Becker had informed two 
Government investigators of it. (285) Becker said that he never to 
anv Government investigator of Marcello s remarks about President 
Kennedy ; (256) he “would have been afraid” to repeat Marcello s 
remarks^ to anyone during that period, out of concern that Marcello or 
his associates might learn he had done so .(287) Becker suggested that 
Rei “have incorrectly inferred that lie told the FBI of the alleged 
Alarccllo^ threat when lie was interviewed by agents regarding the 
Billie Sol Estes case in November 1962. (288) Becker also stated that lie 
was never interviewed by the FBI about the alleged Alarce lo meeting 
in the years since Reid first reported it, a fact borne out by the commit- 

tco’s examination of Bureau files on Becker. , -o ■ j 

(412) Becker further stated that the only person other titan Reid 
whom he might have informed of Alarccllo s remarks was his close 
associate Julian Blodgett, who employed linn during that period as 

(2l3) V ^ B^etL f former FBI agent and chief investigator for the 
district attorney of Los Angeles County, informed the committee that 
he can “vaguely remember something” about Beckers having met 
with Arm-cello. (2.96) Blodgett stated that he can verify that Bicker 
traveled to New Orleans in September 1962 but could not wal any 
specific account of Becker s meeting with Alarccllo. (.91) Blodgett 
told the committee he regarded Becker as an honest person who was 
one of “the most knowledgeable detail men m the private ,m ®* t l |i‘ ' 
timi business. (272) While noting that Becker has been a contioi ersial 
miv ” Blodgett stated that he personally would believe Becker s account 
of the alleged Alarcello meeting. (293) 
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(414) Becker further told the committee that following President 
Kennedy’s assassination in Dallas, ho quickly came to believe that 
Carlos Marcello had in fact probably been lxhind it. (S9j) He reached 
this opinion because of factors such as Lee Oswald having been from 
Now Orleans, as well as Jack Ruby’s alleged underworld associations. 
(205) Becker stated that “it was generally thought in mob circles that 
Ruby was a tool of some mob group.” (200) Becker further stated that 
he had learned after the assassination that “Oswald’s uncle, who used 
to run some bar, had liecn a part of the gambling network overseen by 
Marcello. lie worked for the mob in New Orleans.” (297) 

(415) During his appearance before the committee on J anuary 11, 
1978, Marcello was questioned about Reid’s account of the meeting at 
which he allegedly spoke of assassinating President Kennedy. (208) 
Marcello firmly denied that the meeting and discussion ever took place 
and stated that he was familiar with the Reid book: “The way the 
paper puts it and the books put it- in there, it makes it like you had 
somo kind of secret meetings, 1/ccause I have heal’d the book about 
what you are telling me.” (255) 

(41(1) Marcello testified that while he had heard that Robert Kennedy 
was a strong advocate of intensifying the investigation of organized 
crime figures, and had been so even bHkiye becoming Attorney Gen- 
eral, "1 didn’t pay no attention to it at that tim *."(300) Asked when 
ho did begin to pay attention to Robert Kennedy’s intentions, Marcello 
testified, “When he got to be Attorney General.” (301) While recalling 
that Attorney General Kennedy “said he was going to get organized 
crime and all that kind of stuff, ”(#?£) Marcello stated that ‘the only 
time I really knoweci about it” was when he was arrested and deported 
from the Country ''(303) Asked if he placed any particular blame on 
the Attorney General for his deportation, Marcello testified, No, .1 
don’t, lie just done what he thought was right, I guess.” (5<%) 

(417) Marcello further testified that he could not recall having 
anv discussion at his Churchill Farms estate about the Kennedy 
administration’s intensification of Federal efforts against organized 
crime. (305) Marcello stated that Churchill Farms was not a place 
where he would conduct a meeting; that the estate was only used 
for limiting and was the location of various duck blinds. (306) 
Marcello further testified that he did not have to discuss his 
deportation with associates because “Everybody in the United States 
knowed I was kidnaped. I didn’t have to discuss it ... I told the 
whole world that it was unfair. Anybody who talked to me said it 

was unfair.” (307) — — 

(41£) — When- askecF if-he-had-ever- made any threat against Attor- 
ney <4e.HerM-Keimedy-or had spoken of taking any physical action 
a^ nst - l nt n y-A FaTretlcrslated, “No sir; I never wid anything like 



Li t < l Pi I V." x 7,0 m r 

against Prestcfimt Kennedy or h ad threatened lnm i n any way, Mar- 
*C!io stated, “Positively not, "never said anything like" that. (309) 



AXAI.YMS or THE EVIDENCE 



(419 ) The account of the alleged Marcello discussion set forth by 
Becker and Reid presented a number of serious issues, some of winch 
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had highly disturbing implications regarding the performance of | 
the FBI in investigating the. possibility oJ_Mafia_com pi icity . The 1 
ev idence indicates tluit the FB Es-hanftlmg of (lie allegations and 
infennafioiTabout Marcello was characterized by a less than vigor- 
ous ctroTtrtwriiro3744gat<»-i4>^i’ch^ni rv~, as we ll as irstTohg desire to 
“discredit” the information without lia ving actually to investigate 
it. (310) ; 

(420) Upon learning in 1907 of the Becker account of the alleged 
Marcello remarks about assassinating President Kennedy, the Bureau 
did not make any effort to interview Becker about the information, 
nor did it institute any actions to seek elaboration, clarification, or 
corroboration of the information. Instead, the allegation was merely 
circulated to the Bureau’s most senior officials, including Director 
J. Edgar Hoover, (311) while the Bureau’s own files on Becker con- 
tained several pieces of information that should have been the sub- 
ject of careful review. The Bureau’s files from November 1902 noted 
that Becker had in fact traveled through Louisiana during that 
period and had also traveled to Dallas. (312) The Bureau's own 
Novemlier 20, 1902, interview report on Becker noted that he had 
informed the Bureau of two business meetings with Marcello that 
ho had attended with Carl Roppolo in recent weeks. (313) A sub- 
sequent report, dated April 11, 190:5, concluded that. Roppolo may 
well have known Marcello and that the, Roppolo and Marcello fami- 
lies had long been associated. (31£) 

(421) In 1907, in noting that Becker had not told the Bureau of 
the alleged Marcello threat during his 1902 interview with agents, 
the Bureau seemed to reach the conclusion that the significance of 
the alleged Becker information was greatly undermined as a result. 
Likewise, the Bureau’s apparent view that Becker’s background of 
criminal associations undermined the possibility that he had in fact 
met with Marcello — rather than strengthened that possibility — was 
indicative of the Bureau's deficient approach to the matter. In its 
handling of the allegations about Marcello, the Bureau did not carry 

j out any substantive examination and evaluation of the source who 

had set forth the information; only the standard examination of 
various criminal informants and underworld sources was made to 
determine the specific nature of their motivations, credibility and 
activities. 

(422) Similarly, there was no evidence that the FBI made any effort 
to investigate the allegations from the other direction — from the spe- 
cific. travels and activities of Marcello during the period or periods in 
question. Patrick Collins, the. agent covering Marcello's activities at 

i the time, informed the committee that, he “was never asked to investi- 

gate it in any way ."(315) While he later read of (ho alleged Marcello 
threat in the press, lie “never saw any directive on it” or heard of any 
Bureau interest, in the matter. (31(1) He stated that he would in all 
liklihood have been aware of any such Bureau directives or interest had 

i there been any. (317) 

(423) The evidence shows another nspert of the Bureau's perform- 
ance. FBI files clearly indicate a high level awareness that the Bureau 
was involved in trying to “discredit" (the term used in a Bureau 
memorandum) the source of the information, Edward Beclccr. (318) 
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As noted earlier, the files show that a Los Angeles FBI agent partici- 
pated in the cilort. and without having ever investigated the Marcello 
allegations. (319) Further, the June 5, 1967, FBI memorandum on the 
matter (which went lo Director Hoover himself, as well as to his 
closest aides) clearly indicated that the “purpose” of the visit to Reid 
was “to discredit Becker to Reid in order that the Carlos Marcello 
incident would be deleted from the book by Reid .”(380) 

(124) The FBI files also contain repeated references to the Bureau's 
use of allegations about Becker received from Sidney Korshak, an 
alleged associate of various organized crime leaders. (.321 ) The files 
indicate a high level awareness at Bureau headquarters that the Los 
Angeles FBI office was using the information received from Korshak 
in an effort to persuade Reid not to publish the Marcello allega- 
tions. (322) There was, however, no reference in the files to Korshak’s 
own possible background and activities, nor to his possible motives in 
supplying the information at that time. (32:1) 

(426) The evidence shows that the FBI’s failure to investigate the 
allegation that Marcello had discussed assassinating President Ken- 
nedy constituted a violation of the Director’s promise to investigate 
all circumstances surrounding the President’s murder even after the 
official Warren Commission investigation had ended in 1964. In his 
appearance before the Commission on JRty- 6, 1964, FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover had personally affirmed that promise, stating : 

I can assure you so far as the FBI is concerned the case 
will be continued in an open classification for all time. That 
is, any information coming to us or any report coming to us 
from any source will be thoroughly investigated, so that we 
will be able to either prove or disprove the allegation. (324) 

(426) The FBI’s failure to take seriously the alleged Marcello threat 
was all the more disturbing given the time at which the Bureau learned 
of and discarded the allegation — less than 2 months after the leader- 
ship of the Bureau had been faulted by President Johnson himself for 
not pursuing another allegation by an underworld informant that 
Mafia figures and Cuban agents might secretly have been involved 
in President Kennedy’s assassination. (325) In that instance, as de- 
tailed by the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence in 1976, FBI 
Director Hoover and his top deputies had learned of the information 
from Los Angeles Mafia figure John Roselli’s lawyer, Edward P. Mor- 
gan. (.726') only to decide on February 15, 1967, that “no investigation 
will bo conducted regarding the allegations.” (327) 

(427) On March IT, 1967, upon learning of the Rosclli allegation 
and of the Bureau’s failure to investigate it, Persidcnt Johnson per- 
sonally intervened and ordered the Bureau to interview Morgan, 
pursue the information and report its findings to him. (32S) 

Submitted by : 

G. Robert Bi.akey, 

Chief Counsel and Staff Director . 

Gary T. Cornwell, 
Deputy Chief Counsel. 

Michael Ewing, 

Researcher. 
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IV OSWALD’S EARLY LIFE: NEW ORLEANS AND 
ORGANIZED CRIME * 
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In the French Quarter: 126 Exchange Alley 
Charles M Dutz M Murret and the New Orleans Underworld 

Marguerite Oswald and Clem 

Oswald’s Employment with Tujagut s 

Mnrguerite Oswald and Raoul Sere.. 

Oswald, David Ferric and the Civil Air Patrol 

Marguerite Oswald and Sam Termlne 

RESIDENCE IN THE FRENCH QUARTER! 126 EXCHANGE ALLEY 

(428) During his early childhood and adolescence in New Orleans 
Lee Oswald lived with liis divorced mother at a number of different 
locations, usually in small rented houses or apartments in a moderate- 
toTower-income section of the city. (I) While the record ol Ires fences 
not complete one address was 126 Exchange Alley. (2) During her 
testimony* before the Warren Commission, Mrs. Marguerite Oswald 
indicated that she and her son lived there when Owjldwu ^ about 

tint “the papere said we lived over a saloon at that particular aa 
dress * * * ? that is just the French part of town. It looks like the dc i • 
Of course I didn’t have a fabulous apartment. But very ^ ’ 
pie and very fine citizens live in that part of town. (5) >' hllc 
Oswald correctly noted that “wealthy” citizens resided in some sec- 
tions of the French Quarter, Exchange Alley was well known as the 
location of other elements ; it was an area notorious for illicit activities. 

the managing director of the Metropolitan Crime Commission of 
New Orleans Aaron Kolin recalled, “Exchange Alley, specifically 
that little block that Oswald lived on was » J^f™ 

tr.h.7* “sir ° »« css&°s- 'S- » 

operations affiliated with the Marcello orgamaalron .(7) 
nneniipss with which such activities were conducted theie.(S) lvolin 
4id “you couldn’t walk down the block without literally being ex- 
posed to two or three separate forms of illicit activities and under- 

( 429 ) l^earlvas November 26, 1063, the crime commission had noted 
Lee OswaTd’s exposure at Exchange Alley, when it publ.shcd a 

".Oswald'* later life, particularly his activities in 1963, is covered In detail 
in other staff reports and in the commentary. 

(93) 






